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Answering Critics 
The week of October 22nd – The 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

The Narrative of Jesus’ Life 
The below teaching occurs after Jesus has committed to going to Jerusalem, even though he 
understands the suffering awaiting him in the holy city.    
 

Reading from the Gospel  
Matthew 22:15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you 
are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for 
you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you 
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus 
said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said 
to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that 
are God's.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. (ESV) 
 

Sharing your Faith 
What do you find most interesting about this account? 
 

What are some of the current tensions between society and biblical teaching? 
 

What questions about life has Jesus answered for you? 
 

Pray for One Another 
Each person is invited to share a prayer request. Another participant will volunteer to offer the 
petition. Once everyone has chosen a prayer request, take turns offering the prayers aloud.  
 

+	+	+	
	
I appreciate your participating in CFL. You can find the latest CFL at 
KevinWilson360.org. Send questions or comments to wilsonk@oh.lcms.org.  
 

God bless and guide, 
 

Rev. Kevin Wilson, D. Min. 
 

 
 
 
  

	


